Winter 2000

WINTER MEETING — FEBRUARY 17, 2000 AT 7:30 Pm
WEsT LAUREL COMMUNITY BUILDING

Meeting Topics: Spencerville Senior Housing & 21st District Legislative Review

General Meeting Topics

TheWLCA BoardwishesyouaHappy New Y ear and
21% century! We have been unusually busy sincethe
October meeting. Asone Board member put it, “ Just
whenyouthink there’ snothingsignificantgoingoninthe
neighborhood, awholenew crop of thingscomesup.”

Oneof theWL CA Board smainfunctionsistoact asthe
watchdogfor new development proposal s, ensuringthat
government and devel opersadheretothestandardsand
regulationsinplacetoprotect communitiessuchasours.
SinceOctober, theBoardhasseenfour new devel opment
proposal swhichyouwill read about inthisissue.

Themainproposd that wewishtobringtoyour attention
isanassisted living community called “ Spencerville
Senior Housing.” The owner and developer of this
projectwill beat theFebruary genera meetingtodiscuss
thedetails. Inaddition, membersfromthe21% Delegation
will be on hand to speak about legislation expected
duringthissessionof theMaryland General Assembly.
Thisisyour chancetotel | thelawmakerswhat’ sonyour
mind — and you don’'t even have to leave the
nei ghborhood!

Wethink thisissue of HOTLINE hasalot of new and
useful informationregarding nelghborhoodissuesand
happenings. Welook forwardtohearingfromyouany
timeregardingcommunity issuesand concernsandhope
toseeyouat theFebruary general meeting.

Spencerville Senior Housing on
Rural-Zoned West Laurel Land?

WHAT?

Dr.MirzaBaighasrequesteda“ specia exception” to
construct a129-bedroomassistedlivingfacility, also
containingkitchen, diningand social rooms, exercise/
therapy rooms, administrativerooms, storerooms, etc.
Asproposed, it would bethree storieshigh (about 50
feet tall) with a footprint of about 3/4 acre. With a
parkinglot and driveway of about another 3/4 acre, the
impervioussurfacewill cover about one-thirdof theland.
Thisfacility will beaccessedfrom Riding StableRoad,
near thehillcrestandtheHuckburn Roadintersection. A
buffer of treeswill beretained a ong Riding StableRoad
andRt.198, andthedevel oper will re-forest oneacreat
someother location.

WHERE?

Thenorthwest corner of theRiding StableRoad/Rt.198
intersection (turning onto Riding Stable, thehighlot
immediately onyour [ eft).

ZONING?

This4.5 acreproperty inMontgomery County’ s* Green
Wedge,” iszoned RC(rurd cluster), whichpermitsone
houseper 5 acres(withclusteringencouragedonlarger
lotsto maintainsizableundevel opedtracts). The 1997

continued on page 2
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GENERAL MEETING TOPIC, CONTINUED

Spencerville Senior Citizen Housing

continued from page 1

Fairland M aster Planintendsthisproperty toremainon
well/septicrather thanwater/sewer; lessthan 10 percent
of theareacanbeimpervioussurface.

However, senior housingisgenerdly consderedfavorably
for special exceptionsinresidential areas, providing
certaincriteriaaremet, including:

» “Theneedfor suchhousingandfacilitiescannot be
met by development...not requiring special
exception.”

* “Theproposedusewill not produceadverseeffects

on...thesurroundingareabecauseof...height or bulk
of building, density, or any other reason.”

» “Thedteof thebuildinghasadequateaccessbility to
publictransportation...”

* “[Thereasomust be] commercial, medical, and
publicserviceswithinaone-mileradius...”

PusLic HEARING SCHEDULED

TheMontgomery County Board of Apped swill consider
this application at a public hearing on Wednesday,
February 23,2000at 1:30 pv tobeheldat 100Maryland
Avenue, Rockville,MD.

WLCA NEeDs YOUR INPUT

This proposal was discussed at the January WLCA
Board meeting. While membersgenerally wanted to
learnmorebeforetakingafina position, variousinitia
observationsweremade, proand con:

Pro: Senior housingisaworthy endeavor

Pro: Whenwereachthat stageinlife, wemightwant
tomovethereand not havetoleaveWest L aurel
Pro: It isin the path of one of the Northern ICC
routes, soitsconstruction couldpushany Northern
|CCafew feet further fromour center

Con: WL CA hastraditionally supported existing
Master Plansand opposed special exceptions
Con: Theproposedfacility goesagainsttheM aster
Panintentionof thislandremaininglow density,on
well/septic, andlessthan 10%impervioussurface

Con: Itisout of character withtheareaintermsof
density andheight

Con: Itgoesagainstthespecia exceptioncriteriain
not having publictransportation, beingmorethan 1
milefromcommercia, medica,and publicservices

Con: Thisdevel opmentwill possibly haveadomino
effect, encouraging 3+-story constructionall along
Rt. 198, alsoasspecial exceptions.

Dr. Baig will discuss this proposal with the WLCA
membershipat thegeneral meetingonFebruary 17.We
hope to get your comments and input that evening,
beforeour representativesattend theFebruary 23 public
hearing.

We dalsofindithelpful tohaveyour commentsearlier;
pleasecontact BarbaraSollner-Webb (bsw@jhmi.edu
or 301/604-5619) or John Dollen(dollenj @hotmail .com
or 301/725-3202). <

SNOW & ICE REMOVAL

Winterisfar fromover andwemay havemoresnowand
iceontheway. Remember that PrinceGeorge’ sCounty
law requires residents to :
cleansidewalkswithind8  — 5w
hours of a snowfall. i
Montgomery County has 28
nosuchprovison.Inether
county, please make sure TP
thatnearby firehydrantsareclear . . —palts
of snowandice.

If youliveinPrinceGeorge’ sCounty andneedhelpwith
snow andiceremoval, call the Department of Public
Worksand Transportationat 301/350-0500. Thereare
options to leave a message or speak to a person.
Montgomery County residentscancall 240/777-ROAD
orfill outaformonthelnternetathttp:/AMww.dpwt.com/
PubWksDiv/snowlog/addlog.html.

If snow or icecausesyoutolosepower, call BG& E at
1-800/685-0123.
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DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

Board Monitors Two New
Sweitzer Lane Proposals

The WLCA Board has heard two proposals in the
Sweltzer LaneareasinceOctober.

SANDY SPRING ESTATES

Thisproposa (preliminary #4-99024) hasbeenmonitored
by theBoard sinceMay 1999. Parks& Planning staff
had problemswiththefirst proposal; in September we
received notice that a preliminary plan had been
resubmitted. However, issues such asnoise, lot-size
averaging, andenvironmenta i mpactswerenot resolved.

TheBoardarrangedto meet withtheowner, Dr.Baig,
to discussthe details of the plan. At thismeeting we
reviewedaplancallingfor thedevelopment of 18 lotson
13 acresof Rurd Residential (R-R) zonedlandbetween
Walker Branch (Area5) and Bradford Rd. (Area4).
Theplankeepsthezoningat R-Randdevel ops18 homes
on half-acre lots, ranging from $200-250,000.
M-NCPPC exempted thedevel oper fromatrafficstudy
since one had recently been conducted as part of the
Sky-Alland devel opment project (near WSSC). The
developer will conduct anoi sestudy, asthehouseswiill
bebuilt soclosetothel-95exit.

Thedevel oper hopestobeginbuildingat theend of 2000
and predicts it will take 3% years to complete the
project. TheBoard concludedthat therewerestill issues
tobeconsidered, andresolvedtomonitor theissue.

SANDY SPRING EsTATES I

The second proposal has not been submitted to the
County for cons deration. Instead, land owner/devel oper
JoePietanza, hassought theadviceof theBoardinan
effort to determine what might be acceptable to the
community. Thisadvanceplanningapproachisunusual
but wel comed by theBoard.

Thisdeveloperisinterestedindeveloping12 acresnear
Sweitzer LaneandRt. 198 (specificaly (1) thelandnext
totheW SSC sediment pondsand betweenRt. 198 and
MalayaPlaceand (2) thesmall strip of land between
Rt. 198 and Sweitzer Lane). Thedevel oper presented
two plans to the Board at the November meeting:
(a) 21 homes and a professional office and
(b) five storageunitsandadaycarecenter.

In(a), thedevel oper wantedtorezonethelarger portion
of theproperty (that which bordersMalayaPlace, the
WSSC sediment pondsand Sweitzer Lane) toR-55t0
increasethedensity. The property iscurrently zoned
R-R. Hisreasoningwastokeepthecost andsizeof the
new homesrel ativetotheolder homesinthevicinity.
Furthermore, thedevel oper wantedtorezonethesmall
stripof land betweenRt. 198 and Sweitzer Lanefrom
R-RtoC-O(Commercid Office). Thisrezoningwould
allow himtobuildaprofessiond officebuilding. Plan B
alsorequiredrezoning.

The Board decided that none of these plans could be
supported as presented. The Board noted that West
Laure hasnothinglessthanR-Rintheneighborhood. A
rezoneto R-55increasesthedensity twofold, andisin
direct opposition to positionsthe Board hastaken on
similar zoningissuesinthepast. Rezoningto C-Oisout
of the question, asit would set a precedent for other
propertiestoberezonedtocommercial usesinthearea.
Subsequently, the conceptsfor the C-O zoning (i.e.,
daycareand officebuilding) couldnot besupported. The
Board agreed that the R-R zoning isadequate and no
rezoning of any kindisrequiredor desired.

TheBoardsent aletter tothedevel oper summarizingits
position and encouraging further discussion. The
proposed plansfor Swelitzer Lanedevel opmentswill be
on display at the February general meeting. Board
memberswill beavail abl etodi scussissuesand hear your
concernsand recommendations. <
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DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, CONTINUED

Additional LB&GC Ballfields on
WSSC Parkland?

At the January 2000 WLCA Board meeting, a
representativeof theL aurd Boys& GirlsClub(LB& GC)
spokeaboutitsendeavor tofindmorebalfields, aneffort
gpanningmany months. TheL B& GCapproached Prince
George' sParks& Planning (P& P) andlocal landowners
andfoundfew optionswhichmet their needs.

Inearly January, L B& GC approached WSSCto seeif
it would bewilling to donate 35 acres of land —most
aready cleared—behindthetreefarmlocated between
Pantherfield (at T. Howard Duckett Park) and Supplee
field. LB& GC proposed that WSSC would leasethe
land to P& P and P& Pwould cover the construction,
maintenance, andsecurity for thefields. Currently, there
areno plansor agreementsbetween WSSC, P& P, and
LB& GC. Only preliminary discussionshavebeenheld.

LB& GChriefedthe WL CA Boardontheconceptinan
attempttodeterminecommunity concerns WL CA invited
residents from the Brooklyn Bridge Road area to
participateinthemesting, asinthepast they hadexpressed
adesiretobenotifiedof any discussionsregarding park
expansion. Honoring that request, the WL CA Board
distributedflyersto 140 homesaroundthepark area. If
progressismadeinthediscussionsbetweenLB& GC,
P& PandWSSC, the WL CA Boardwill ensurethat the
entirecommunity isnotified of any publichearings.

TheWLCA Board agreesthat (1) moreballfieldsare
neededfor local kidsand sportsgroups, (2) safety on
Brooklyn Bridge Road is compromised due to
overcrowding,and(3) balfieldsclosetohomewouldbe
nice.

However, the concept under consideration seems
grandiose, and that particular sitemay not bethebest
choice. LB& GC'’ sproposal includesfivesoccer fields,
two to four football fields, and four to five baseball
diamonds. If aplanlikethiswereto besubmitted, the
WL CA Boardwouldaddressissuessuchascrime, litter,
traffic, environment, and WSSC water quality and
resourcemanagement.

Optionsother than WSSC land weredi scussed during
theBoard meeting. CouncilmanMaloney’ saide, Andy

Eppleman, briefed theBoard onarecent County study
regardingmorebdfields. LauraKinchof P& Phascome
upwithlandfor 20-30newfieldsinthedistrict (Council
District 1). Among those are several new fields —
availablewithinthenextyear—tobelocated at Fairland
Park (directly south, about 1 milefromRt. 198). P& P
hasal sotal kedwith Caleb Gould (property manager for
theGouldlandholdings), aboutleasingaportionof his
2300 acres, including some along Old Gunpowder
Road, betweenFairlandand Rt. 198.

In summary, the WL CA isworking closely with all
partiestoensureevery optioniscons dered andthat our
community’ squdity of lifeandlong-termlanduseplanning
aremaintained. For moreinformation, pleasecontact
JohnDollenat 301/725-3202.+

COMMUNITY GROUP
NEEDS YOUR HELP

The Laurel 4th of July Committee has asked area
community associations for support in the form of
donations(toenablebandstobehiredfor theparade),
volunteers(especially ontheday of theevent, July 1),
andentriesintheparade.

If you'd like to contribute to Laurel’s 4th of July
celebration, pleasemakeyour check payableto” Laurel
4" of July Committee” and mail it to P.O. Box 4186,
Laurel MD 20725-0416. Tovolunteer, call Chairperson
Carol Boundsat 301/725-6012. <

WEST LAUREL FAMILY
SWIM NIGHT

\

/,
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A

~

N

Friday, February 12, 2000, from 7 - 9 pm at the
Fairland Aquatic Center. Admission: $1.00/
person. For moreinformation, seepage?.
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YOUR WLCA BOARD AT WORK

Public Hearings

OnNovember 23, WL CA Board membersrepresented
theWL CA at publichearingsregardingissuesreevantto
WestLaurel. Thefollowingisasummary:

PG/MC 10-00 ano PG/MC 20-00

Barbara Sollner-Webb spoke before the Bi-County
Planning Boardinoppositionto PG/M C 10-00and PG/
MC 20-00. Several individualsand afew other civic
groupsal sospoke. Thesehills, sponsored by Delegate
John Giannetti, proposetheframework/routeby which
theWashington Suburban Sanitary Commission(which
for 80 years has provided high quality water and
wastewater servicetomost residentsof thebi-county
region) could be sold to a for-profit company. For
details, contact BarbaraSolIner-Webbat 301/604-5619.

PG/MC 23-00

John Dollenand BarbaraSolIner-Webb spokeinfavor
of PG/MC 23-00. Several other civicgroupsspokein
favor of thishill. Sponsored by MikeMal oney, thishill
would requireatwo-thirds (6-to-3) majority votefor
changestozoningtext. Under thishill, al zoningchanges
would beheard duringaone-month period, anda120-
day waiting period enforced on changestozoningtext.
OnJanuary 19, Tom Dernogaspokeinfavor of thishill
inAnnapolis(thebill wasdefeated). For detail s, contact
JohnDollenat 301/725-3202 or seethefull textonthe
WLCA website at http://www.webtrek.com/md/
westlaur el /wlca.

PG/MC 24-00

JohnDollenandBarbaraSollner-Webb spokeinfavor
of PG/M C 24-00. Several other civicgroupsspokein
favor of thishill. Thishill, sponsoredby MikeMal oney,
wouldprovidePrinceGeorge sandM ontgomery counties
withtheauthority and processesfor citizenstopetitiona
legidativeacttoreferendumby placingtheissueonthe
votingballot. Several requirementshavetobemettoget
the issue on the ballot (i.e., 10,000 signatures on a
petition) andtheissueislimitedtothevotingdistrict. For
details, contact John Dollenat 301/725-3202 or seethe
full text on the WLCA website at http://
www.webtr ek.com/md/westlaur é/wica.

CB-50-1999

Barney Wal shspokebeforethe County Council infavor
of an amendment to an ordinance. The amendment,
sponsored by Mr. Maloney, would haveexpandedthe
[Public Advocate s| People’ sZoningCounsel’ srolein
county government toincludemonitoring the County
Planning Board. Currently, the People’'s Zoning
Counsd’ sroleismostly limitedtozoning casesforwhich
theDistrict Council hasresponsibility. The Planning
Board maintains records of its proceedings, so that
evidenceisavailableincaseadecisiontheBoard makes
isappealed.

Inthepast, citizenshavearguedthat evidencepresented
to the board was not compl ete. Often, perhapsdueto
lack of experienceor understanding, citizenopponents
donot providecompl eteevidenceor ask all appropriate
guestions. Since devel opersarerepresented by legal
counsel,acompleterecordisusualy providedtosupport
their case. Theamendment would haveaddressedthis
imbalanceby requiringthePeople€ sZoning Counsel to
ensure that all the evidenceis provided, and that all
guestionsareasked, insupport of andinoppositionto
cases before the planning board. For details, contact
Barney Walshat 301/490-7357.

New Board Member

TheWL CA Boardapproved Howard Rosenburgasan
Alternate AreaRepresentativefor Areallll, fillingthe
spotformerly occupied by Scott Fisher, DDS. Howard
haspreviousci vicassoci ationexperienceincommunities
wherehehaslivedinthepast andisawel comeaddition
totheteam. Hispresencefillsthelast vacancy onthe
Board. If youwishtoreachHoward, hecanbecontacted
at 301/776-4228, hrmkr@erols.com or 6212 Forest
Mill Lane.<

Protecting the Wetlands

In December, WLCA was contacted by residentsin
Area3(GalesStreet and Cissell Road) stating concern
about an areaof treesmarked for clearing by Trinity

continued on page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Census 2000 is Important

Justin Chappell, District One Representative for the
Prince George’ sCounty Census2000 CompleteCount
Committee, invitesall residentstoaCensus 2000 Town
Hall meetingtentatively scheduledat Laurel City Hal on
February 16at 7:00 pwv.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, $200 million
dollarsinFederal grantswasnot distributedto Prince
George's County over the last ten years due to an
undercount in the 1990 Census of nearly 20,000
residents. A completecountisvital toour community.

The information you give is confidential. Census
information cannot besharedwith any other branchor
department of theUnited Statesgovernment.

With CensusDay 2000 nearing, thePrince George’'s
County CensusCompleteCount Committeeisworking
together with citizenstowardsa 100 percent countin
PrinceGeorge sCounty. If youareinterestedinassisting
the District One Census Outreach Taskforce, please
contact Justin Chappell at 301/470-1655 or
census2000@email.com. <

Annual WLCA
Environmental
Clean-up Day

The annual WLCA
Environmenta Clean-up
Day is scheduled for early
June 2000, from 10 am to
noon.V olunteersarewel cometo
assist in the clean-up. Last year’s event was a great
success! Thirty West Laurel residents, includingcivic
associationofficersandlocal dectedofficids, workedto
clean sectionsof Walker Branchand BrooklynBridge
Roads. Fundedwithagrant fromthe ChesapeakeBay
Trugt,andwithmateria sprovidedby thePrinceGeorge' s
County Department of PublicWorks, volunteersworked
tocleanover fivemilesof streamandroad.

Inaddition, theWL CA will participatewiththeMaryland
Department of Environmental Resourcesto conduct
acomprehensive community cleanup (date to be

announced in the May HOTLINE). This event will
provideameansfor thecommunity to havetheCounty
servicescollect bulky trash, tow abandoned cars, conduct
hous ngcodeenforcement, trimbranchesandmore! For
moreinformation, contactthe WL CA Environmental
CommitteeChair, Justin Chappell, at 301/470-1655 or
wiz@erols.com.«

Community Rallies to the Call
of the Neighborhood Watch

WestLaurdl and surrounding communitiessaw arashof
Breaking and Enterings (B&Es) from October to
December 1999. InWest Laurel, homesonBond Mill,
Orem,and Ashlandfédl victimtothiscrime. Afterthefirst
two B&Es in West Laurel, the West Laurel
Neighborhood Watchmobilizedtoget thewordoutto
thecommunity. Beforelong, weheard of other B& Es
withsimilar characteristicsinsurroundingareas(Old
Gunpowder Road and M cK new Road).

In early December, a meeting was held at the West
Laurel Community building. Sixty residentsattended,
along with representatives of the Laurel and Prince
George's County police. A week after the meeting,
Howard County police arrested two peoplewho are
suspected in connection with seven B& Esin West
Laurel andsurroundingcommunities. Sincethennoother
B& Eshavebeenreported.

It isacredit to thiscommunity that its residents are
watchful, active, andwillingtoshareinformationwith
each other andthepolice. Itisthischaracteristicthat,
accordingtoPrinceGeorge sCounty Police, givesWest
Laurel “thelowest crimerateintheCounty.” <

WSSC Upgrades Plant in 2000

The Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
(WSSC) has been aWest Laurel neighbor since the
1940s. Itsaging plantisschedul edfor repair/replacement
beginninginFebruary 2000, withlittleor noimpacton
West Laurel. Atmost, we' |l seeactivity southof Rt. 198.

WSSC will build on its existing site. Any resulting
constructiontrafficwill besimilar tothat fromrecent
continued on page 9
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WEST LAUREL RECREATION COUNCIL

Holiday Party a Resounding
Success!

TheWLRC Holiday Party held on December 3wasa
hugesuccess. Santa, Frosty, and several membersof the
West Laurel Rag TagBandwereour specid guests. The
foodwasdelicious, thecraftswerefun, andthemusic
and carolingwasgreat. Thanksto Anne Humphreys,
who played the keyboard for usthisyear. Attendees
donated 26 new toys, whichweregivento LARSfor
distributiontoneedy families.

TheWLRCa sotook thisopportunity tosurpriseChuck
Lavinwithagift certificateand aplaguethankinghimfor
hismany yearsof serviceaspresident. Thanksagain,
Chuck! Wewoulda soliketothank thefollowing people
whohelpedtoorganizeandruntheHoliday Party: Tim
Farley, Kim Passmore, Gary & Lisa Tharpe, Rush
Kester, Chuck & EileenLavin,DeeDeeSisson, Francis
Caughey, MargeStevick, AnneHumphreys, BobKlein,
Heidi Piraino, Annie Folks, Chelsey Farley, Allison
Smith, Mindy & Jeff Peggins, and Michael Piraino. It
goestoshow that themorepeoplewhoareinvolved, the
bigger and better our eventsbecome. Pleasecall Heidi
Pirainoat 301/490-7504 tofind out how you canhelp
withfutureevents.«

Upcoming Events

Friday, February 18, 6:00-9:00 pm. Family Swim
Night at Fairland Aquatic Center. $1.00/person ($3.00
max/family). Stop by the hospitality suite for light
refreshmentsafter youswim.

Saturday, April 15, 10:00 av. Annual

Easter EggHunt. Bringacamerafor

apicturewiththeEaster Bunny.

Call Heidi at 301/490-7504 if
youcanhelp.

Tuesday, February 22, 7:30 pw.
WLRC planning meeting at West L aurel Community
Building. Wemeet thefourth Tuesday of every month.
Comeshareyour ideasonhow to bringmoreprograms
andeventstoour community.

Proposed
Classes

Somepeoplehaveexpressedinterestina
Beginning Knitting or Crochet class. If
youwouldliketoteachone, call Heidi at
301/490-7504.

Chuck Lavinislooking into organizing aBeginning
Italianclassfor adults. Call Chuck at 301/490-8996if
youwouldliketobenatified astowhenonewill start. <

WLRC News

Wearesadtoreport that Chuck Lavinrecently stepped
downasWL RC president after many yearsof faithful
serviceto our community. Luckily, hewill remainas
treasurer for oneyear. Butthe WL RC desperatel y needs
more peopleto step in and get involved! Call Heidi
Piraino, interim-president at 301/490-7504 for more
information.

Check out theWL RC webpageat www.webtrek.com/
md/wlrc/wlirc.html for more information about the
classes wesponsor, futureactivities, and specificways
youcanvolunteer.

WEST LAUREL HOME PAGE

TheWest Laurel HomepageontheWorldWideWeb
isbeing continually updated and includes many new
features. Theca endar pagehasdatesandtimesfor most
West Laure events. If youhaveaneventtoincludeonthe
caendar page, pleasecontact Webmaster RonHolmberg
at 301/604- 7598 or holmberg@erol s.com.

The Website also containsamultitude of hotlinksto
government, county, and community pages. Weinvite
you to take alook at the pages — we welcome your
feedback! TheURL ishttp://www.webtr ek.com/md/
westlaurel/.<
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WLCA UPDATES

ICC Playing Possum

Maryland's governor, Parris Glendening, halted
construction of the Intercounty Connector (ICC), a
huge, multi-lane freeway between Laurel and
Gaithersburg through the suburbs and parklands of
PrinceGeorge’ sand Montgomery County. According
to Glendening, ahighway of thissizewould: (1) cause
immenseenvironmental damagetoanextensiveareaof
thestate, (2) not solvethetrafficproblems,and (3) only
encourage” sprawl.”

This excellent decision by the governor and the
Montgomery County Council wasfoll owedby anattempt
tosdll thelanda ready purchasedfor thedevel opment of
thesuper-highway. M ontgomery County ExecutiveDoug
Duncan, who continues to push for the ICC for the
continued encouragement of economic and building
developmentof al availablelandsintheCounty, opposes
saleof theland. Duncanhasa ready declaredhimself as
aMaryland gubernatorial candidate upon the end of
Glendening’ spresentterm. Duncan, supported by land
devel operswho desperately want the | CCto bebuiilt,
wantstokeeptheland set asidefor hisplannedtourinthe
governor’ smansion.

Sellingtheproperty set asidefor thel CCisconsidered
animportant signof defeat for thebuilding of thel CC.
Any building of aneast-west super-highway wouldthen
havetostartfromscratchandwill likely faceevenmore
oppaosition.

Sale of the excess land is strongly encouraged by
Montgomery County Council President Marilyn
Praisner andthemgjority of themembersof theCouncil.
Morethanthree-fourthsof membersattendingthelast
genera meetingof the WL CA supportedsaleof theland.
Therighttosell theexcessproperty setasidefor thel CC
may becomeanimportantissueintheAnnapolisGenera
Assembly (asdescribedintheDecember 16, 1999issue
of theLaurel Leader). If land continuestobeset aside
foran|CC, thel CCwill forever remainaviableissue.

Throughout theremainder of Governor Glendening's
term, wemust encouragethesal eof theexcessproperties
—andletthed eeping | CCdogslie—but watchthem
very carefully!

WSSC Privatization?

Y ou may remember that Maryland’s Legislature is
cond deringprivatizingtheWashington Suburban Sanitary
Commission (WSSC). Most discussion hasinvolved
asset salestofor-profit companies. Theinducementis
not poor water or wastewater, for WSSCisexemplary
intheirquaity. Ratheritisfinancid: advertisementsassert
that asalecould net $1 billioneachto PrinceGeorge' s
and Montgomery Counties, pay outstanding WSSC
bonds, and generate $40million/year intaxes.

But, likemost too-good-to-be-trueproposals, thereare
catches, starting with your rates. Official estimates
(probably conservative, by a contractor marketing
privatization) predict your water/wastewater charges
wouldincreaseover 50%tofinancethisgoldengoose.
Even if WSSC (estimated worth $3-6 billion) was
virtually givenaway, your rateswouldstill increaseto
financecompany profits, taxes, higherloancharges, etc.
Andwithanasset sale, environmental standardswould
amost certainly erode. Citizenshavea soexpressedfear
of thisessentia resourcebeingsoldtoaforeigncompany.
Notably, thecontractor predictsif WSSC continuesits
ongoingstreamlining programyour rateswill decrease.

Therearefew USprecedentsof water/wastewater asset
sales, duelargely tounfavorablefinancial burdenson
ratepayers, but consider international examples. Most
infamous is Great Britain, whose water/wastewater
privatizationisgeneraly regarded“ adisaster” (per The
Wall Street Journal), with rates and complaints
increasing, water dependability and environmental
standardsdecreasing. Other countries water/wastewater
privatizationsaregenera ly smilarly regarded.

Delegate John Giannetti hasintroducedtwobillsinthe
Maryland L egidature(PG/M C10& 20) toprivatizethe
WSSC. Y our DelegatesFrush, Menes, and M oe (301/
858-3114) and Senator Dorman (301/217-2500) want
toknow your view onthisimportantissue. They will be
at the February WLCA general meeting. For more
information, contact Barbara Sollner-Webb
(bsw@jhmi.edu or 301/604-5619) or John Dollen
(dollenj@hotmail.comor 301/725-3202).
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COMMUNITY NEWS,
CONTINUED

YOUR WLCA BOARD AT
WORK, CONTINUED

Protecting the Wetlands

continued from page 5

Homes(aka M aiden Fancy Manor). Wesoonlearned
that WSSC would haveto clear alarge path of trees
(40 feetwide) throughthenearby wetlandsinorder to
connect thewater loop from Trinity homes (fed from
Kent Road) tothewater lineon Cissell Road.

Residentswerea armed at thenumber of treesmarked
for clearingandfdttheareawaslarger thanshowninthe
origina plans. WL CA contacted CouncilmanMaoney’s
office, WSSC, and the devel oper. Inthe end, WSSC
decided not to connect the line to Cissell Road.
Subsequently, thewetlandsanditstreeswerespared.

TheWLCA islookingintoWSSC' sability torequirea
devel oper toobtainapermittodomorethanwhatison
theapproved plan. Itisour positionthat thesurrounding
community shouldbenotifiedinsuchcasesandgivenan
opportunity for comment beforeachangeiseffected.

Board Topics Since October

Sandy Spring Estates| & 11; Sweltzer Laneconstruction
andtrafficstudies, WL CA ICCsurvey results; 501(c)4
status; Gypsy mothstudy; Y 2K/emergency planning;
West Laurel website; Publichearings: District Council,
PG County Council, Park & Planning Board; Rt. 29
roadimprovement planning; Maiden’ sFancy Manor
wetlands; bikepaths, curbsandlightsonRiding Stable
Road; crime and neighborhood watch; membership
drive; community cleanup; SpencervilleSeniorHousing;;
ICC,; fireat Darwin; Laurdl Boys& GirlsClubbalfields;
WLRCactivities, WL CA bylaws, and Old Gunpowder
Center and block plant devel opments. <

HOTLINE CONTRIBUTORS

Many thanksto thosewho contributed tothis
issueof HOTLINE: Gordon Anderson, Carol
Bounds, Justin Chappell, Laurice Crawford,
Tom Dernoga, Johnand Cindy Dollen, Heidi
Piraino, BarbaraSolner-Webb, Cary Sumner,
JuergenvonBredow, and Barney Walsh.

WSSC Plant Upgrade in 2000

continued from page 6

construction on Sweitzer Lane. WSSC is currently
selectingageneral contractor tobeginwork on-sitein
March 2000. Early work will include setup of office
trailersunder thepower linesjusttothewest of theplant,
andingtallationof undergroundutilitiesontheplant Site.
L ater thissummer, WSSC expectsto demolish Filter
UnitNo. 1, whichisthecircular stedl structureclosestto
theRt. 198 and Sweitzer Laneintersection.

TheStateHighway Administration (SHA) hasbegun
work on the Rt. 198 and Sweitzer L ane intersection.
Utility relocationwill continueuntil grading and new
paving work begins this spring. SHA is working
with WSSC construction management staff toensure
that plant entrancesarecontinuously accessible.

Norawwater lineinstallationiscurrently scheduledin
West Laurd. Inadditiontonormal pipelinemai ntenance
that could occur at any time, WSSC will clean, test
hydraulically, and test the physical condition of two
concrete pipelines. This preventive maintenance is
currently scheduled for late 2002. Somedigging will
occur near theend of Walker Branch Drive, whichis
near Bradford Drive. Notification|lettershaveal ready
been senttothenearest residents.

Membership Drive

Thereareapproximately 1600 homesinWest Laurel;
however, only aquarter of thecommunity hasjoinedthe
WL CA.Weencourageall West Laurel residentstojoin
— therearemany reasonsto support the WL CA (see
page 11). At $10 per household, membership in the
WL CA costslessthanadollar amonth!

Please passthewordto your neighborsregarding the
WL CA membershipdrive. Most of our budgetiskeptin
reserve for legal issues that may arise regarding
developmentissues. Theremainder isusedtoproduce
three newsletters a year (sent to all homes in West
Laurd) aswell astosponsor/support many loca groups.
Stop by our membershiptableat thegeneral meetingfor
moreinformation. Asalway's, weappreciateyour support
and contributionstothe WL CA .+
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TEEN SERVICE DIRECTORY

Hire a Neighborhood Teen

Theteendirectory appearsinHOTLINE'shard copy versiononly.

If your teenager isinterestedin providing servicesintheneighborhood, call WL CA President John Dollen at 301/
725-3202. Thenext directory will bepublishedintheFall 2000issue.
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WINTER MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Support Your Civic Association

Toal newresidentsof West Laurel, wel cometo our community. Now isthetimeto sendinyour membershipdues
forthisyear.

Thisisa soasecond chancefor thoseof youwhomay havemidaidor forgottenyour membershipregistration—
it snot too lateto sendinyour dues. Weneed your support.

The WL CA hasbeen very strongin helping to retain theresidential character and preserve the beauty of our
neighborhood environment. TheAssociationisconstantly tryingtostay ontop of what ishappeninginthePrince
George' s, Montgomery, Howardand Anne Arundel County legislaturesasit might pertaintoor impact onour
community (e.g., Inter-County Connector, Smith Property Devel opment, WSSC Privati zation, Wyndham\Woods,
Assisted LivingHousi ngand Sandy Spring Senior CitizenHous ng).

TheAssociationneedsM EM BERSHI P, parti ci pation, broad-based support and opinionsfromal | areasof West
Laurel inorder torepresent thewholecommunity and keep our community theway wewantittoremain.

Pleaseencourageand support the WL CA by sendinginyour membershipregistrationtoday. Makeyour check for
$10.00payableto“WLCA” andmail ittoL auriceCrawford, 16300 GalesCourt, Laurel, M D 20707 or stop
by our tableat theFebruary 17" general mestingat theWest L aurel Community Center. Duesar efor member ship
from September 1999thr ough August 2000.

Thank youfor your support.
WLCA DUES FORM
Name
Address
Telephone Dues $10.00 per family/address

Comments/Questions

Please send your Membership Application to:
West Laurel CivicAssociation
LauriceCrawford, Treasurer
16300 GalesCourt
Laurel, MD 20707
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