HOTLINE

The Newdletter of theWest Laurel Civic Association

FaLL MeeTiné — OcTtoBER 18, 2001 AT 7:30 PMm
WEsT LAUREL CoMMUNITY BUILDING

Meeting Topic: Update on Important Community Issues

GREETINGS FROM YOUR NEw WL CA
PRESIDENT

Hi! My nameisBarbaraFriedmanand| livein
Area3 of our West Laurel community. (Seethemap
on back of thisHotline.) | have been aresident of
West Laurel for 31 yearsand | am alwayspleased to
say so. | even own (and wear) aT-shirt that says, “|
LoveWest Laurel.” Wehavearather large
unincorporated residential community herein Prince
George's County that has aged with grace and beauty,
and| liketo think that the West Laurel Civic
Association hashad alot to do with keeping our West
Laurel quality of lifegratifyingand desirable. The
severa new housing areaswithin West Laurel seemto
affirm our effortsand bring new lifeand vitdity intothe
community.

My husband, Jerry, and | have been active Civic
Association membersfor many years, both having
served termsas President of the Associationinthe
1980’s. | also served at different timesas secretary,
zoning chairman, and VP whileweraised our two
sons. Many folkstell usthey remember those days
and the projectsand issuesweall worked together on
asneighbors, but I know we have many new
neighborswho have never heard my nameand don'’t
know my face, sincel havenot held officeina
number of years. | do hopeyouwill al try to attend

our Fal Generd Meeting. (Wetypically haveonly
three community widemeetingsayesar...fdl, winter,
and spring.) Mark your calendar RIGHT NOW and
plan to come and meet me and our new board and
officers. | definitely want to meet and greet you. |
welcome each and every one of youto West Laurel
and hopeyou will beashappy living hereas| have
been.

TheFall meeting will be devoted to updateson
the current issues, and activitiesaffecting our
community. We expect to havefurther information on
most of thetopicsaddresed inthisHotline, and, yes,
refreshmentswill beavailable. Fall isagreat timeto
become activein your chosen community. Attend the
community-wide WL CA mesting, jointheCivic
Association for avery reasonable $10fee, find out
what's happeningin the neighborhood, and et your
€l ected A ssociation leadersknow where you stand on
theissuesthat affect you, your qudity of life, andthe
valueof your property. That'swhat it'sall about. See
you at themesting. <
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FAREWELL & GOALS

PassiNG THE GAVEL

Two yearshave come and goneand my termas
president of theWest Laurel Civic Association
(WLCA) ended August 31. A former two-term
WL CA president, Barbara Friedman, hasreturned to
lead afully staffed and very able WL CA board of 16
peoplewith 6 aternates. Among thesearefivenewly
€l ected board members Allan Mulligan and Robert
Cox (Areal), LidiaGarner (Areall), Gary Holt
(Arealll),and LilaToller (AreaV). Each hasshown
anactiveinterestin helping with community issuesand
| trust that they will beval uabl e assetsto the commu-
nity inthe daysahead.

During the Spring meeting, Barbarawas el ected
president and Justin Chappell movedtofirst vice
president. Tom Dernogagave up hisspot as VP and
LidiaGarner wasadded asan alternate Board Mem-
ber. Thesewereall changesfrom the proposed list as
publishedinthefall WLCA newdetter. The
2001-2002 boardislistedinitsentirety in thisissue of
theHOTLINE aswell asour websiteat URL: “http://
www.webtrek.com/md/westlaurdl/” Cometo out fall
meeting October 18 and meet your new board
members

The past two years have brought someinterest-
ing experiencesand subjectssuchasY 2K, various
road projects, WSSC privatization, zoning enforce-
ment, community improvement projects, and big
development proposalssuch asthe Fairland Golf
Community. I’ m pleased to say that the WL CA board
has had many successesin the past two yearsand met
many of our goas. I’ m confident that the board will
continuein thistrend becausethey havethe skills,
dedication, and energy that isrequired. | certainly will
continueto beinvolved withthe WL CA.

I’ d liketo thank many of you who supported me
during the past two years. It was my pleasureto serve
and work withyou. Infact, I’ ll be handing out some
letters of appreciation at thefall meeting so be sureto
comeearly to the meeting and seewho therecipients
are.

West Laurel continuesto beawonderful place
tolive. Your board isdedicated to hel ping West
Laurel residents. They haveaplethoraof issuesto
deal with and sacrificemuch timeand effort to pre-
serveour neighborhood and qudity of life. Itismy
hopethat youwill call onthem frequently and support
theminthefuture. Thanksfor allowing meto serve
you as president these past two years. | hopel’ll have
achancetodosoagaininthefuture. <

JohnDollen

WLCA GoaLs For 2001-2002

| dentify, review, discuss, establish position,
testify about, and influencetheissueswhichwill affect
WL CA membersand properties, and especidly
anything within or adjacent to the boundaries of the
WLCA area.

Identify issuesof lesser affect to WLCA mem-
bersand propertiesand decide which to address.

Pursueimprovements, such asroad surfacing,
sdewalks, curbing, and recreationa facilities, with
county officids.

Support any property usein West Laurel consis-
tent with the approved county Master Plan, and
communicatewith devel opers of sametowork out
any issuesthat may arise

Improveor establish on-going communications
with Laurel officialsand civic associationsin areas
surrounding WL CA boundaries.

After County Council eections, establish strong
communicationstiesto Council member representing
WLCA area.

Expand WL CA paid membership by at least
10%.

Contact al new residents of West Laurel and
encouragethemtojointhe WLCA.

Make surethe WL CA membership knowsthat
the monthly board meetingsare open for any WLCA
member to attend and encourage WL CA membersto
do so.
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PaLoTTI EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Palotti haslong had awell attended day care
center inthecity of Laurel, runby Sister Eileen. It
seemsthat Pallotti has decided not to keep the day
care center onitsproperty; therefore, Sister Eileen
who runsthe center has been |ooking around the
Laurel areafor anew location. Sister Eileen has
looked at several propertiesin West Laurel, butis
now focusing on one property on Brooklyn Bridge
Road acrossfrom the Suppleebaseball fields. The
WL CA hasnot seenfinal plansfor thispotential
project, but we understand from Sister Eileenthat she
islookingto construct anew day carefacility to be
caled Pdlotti Early Learning Center. Itwouldinitidly
serve 220 students, with an ability to expand to about
260 students. The WL CA does not have enough
informationto takeaposition at thistime; however,
wearevery concerned about the potential sizeof the
center, itslocation, traffic, safety, and the precedent a
“gpecia exception” to theresidentia zoning code
might set for future non-residentia property uses. For
smilar reasons, we have discouraged ingtitutiona and
commercia usesproposed aong Brooklyn Bridge
Road inthe past. Wewill provide an update onthe
statusof thisproposal at the Fall Meeting. <

UprDATE: FAIRLAND GoLF COURSE
CoOMMUNITY

Atthelast WLCA genera meeting, the
proposed Fairland Golf Course Community -- withits
associated destruction of Gunpowder Golf Course
and taking forestsfrom Fairland Regiona Park —
packed the hall and generated the most spirited
discussion sincetheinfamous*refusecollection”
meeting yearsago. After thisand other input, the
developersmodified their proposal and presented to
the WL CA Board last month. Therevised planindeed
somewhat reducestheir massivewetlandsintrusions,
but it does not begin to resolve WLCA'smany critical
concerns about traffic patternsand. about the
proposed privatefor public land swap congdtituting a
major lossfor citizens, especially thelocal golf
community and thosewho enjoy theforest interior of

Fairland Park. Furthermore, thisnew plan
exacerbates other of WL CA'sconcerns, taking more
centrally located and considerably larger areas of
forested parkland.

Thisarticlesummarizestheimpetusbehind the
proposal, citizen reaction, therevised plan, and how
to convey your feglingsto county decision-makers.

Impetus: The Gould family ownsproperty that
iszoned Rural Residential west of Old Gunpowder
Rd.and south of Rt. 198. However, itisscarred from
mining with swampy expanses. In contrast, theadjoin-
ing Gunpowder Golf Courseand forestsof Fairland
Park aremuch higher quality land. Ryland and Artery
Corporations, endeavoring to develop Gould’sland,
propose combining these private and public holdings,
including forestsof Fairland Park, and build an
“upscal€e’ resdentiad community withasprawling
intertwined " championship” golf course. They clam
the current golf course needsreplacing, rather than the
“renovation” calledfor intheFairlandsMaster Plan.
Thenew coursewould be opento the public, with
green feesto recoup construction costs, and revert to
publicdomainin40years.

Citizenreaction: WLCA membersraised
many issues. It ispositivethat Gould'sland would be
developedresidentia, ascurrently zoned. However,
negative comments predominated, including: (1) loss
of the cheapest and most exercisefriendly golf course
intheregion, onethat many arearesidentscan afford
toenjoy regularly andisheavily used; later gettinga
course expected to charge fivetimesmoreand that
cannot feasibly bewalked, (2) concernthat the
developer’s proposed entrancefrom Rt. 198
opposite Riding Stable Rd. would create frequent
traffic accidents, (3) destruction of environmentaly
senditiveand uniqueareasof Fairland Park (including
old growth Chestnut forest), (4) assessment of abad
dedl for taxpayers, trading public high-quality
(buildable) land for privatelow-quality land
(previoudy mined and swampy), and concernthat this
could set aprecedent, encouraging other developers
to seek public parkland onwhichto build, (5) concern
that three new, high-priced golf courseswithinafew
miles of each other (Gunpowder, Cross Creek, and

Continued on next page




October 2001

Page 4

Hotline — Fall Edition

COMMUNITY ISSUES

Hampshire Greens) will not be ableto attract sufficient
clientele, and (6) numerousenvironmental concerns.

At the May meeting, WLCA membersvoted
virtually unanimoudy to: (1) opposethecurrent plan
and (2) opposetrading away any Fairland Park
forest, but (3) support residential devel opment on
Gould'sland, and (4) accept aproposal if devel opers
adequately address our concerns. Thedevelopers
planwas also discussed at severa other public
meetingsand received similar responses. For ex-
ample, a ajoint Montgomery and Prince George's
Park & Planning Commissionsmeeting, 30 citizens
(including WL CA'sBiIll Ferguson and Barbara
SolIner-Webb) testified against the plan, whileone
citizen (an attorney for Gould) testified for it.

Thedevelopers current plan: Aspresented
last month, the devel oper’splan did show severa
reconfigured fairwayswith somewhat |esswetlands
destruction, but now their development extendsmuch
further intoforest interior of Fairland Park. We could
not get aclear answer on how much more parkland
was being taken. Hiking/bird-watching/biking/eques-
triantrails, now buffered by denseforest, would be
moved to the edge of the property where users
seeking tranquility and wildlifewould be exposed to
thesightsand soundsof traffic, ball games, and other
activities. Inaddition, the“revised” plandid not lessen
WL CA’sconcernsabout density, traffic patterns, the
land swap, or theloss of reasonably priced recre-
ationd golf.

Your input: County hearingson the proposal
should bethisfal and will beannouncedinlocal
newspapers. West Laurel residentsare strongly
encouraged to participate. Also, writetoLiz
Whitmore (MNCP& PC, County Administration
Building, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772). We can
effect changein the planning process, but only if we
participate and speak out. To get acurrent updateon
this proposed devel opment on our doorstep, cometo
the WL CA fdl meeting.

* ok ok ok ok ok
I—
***********

MAGLEV MAaGNETIC LEVITATION
TRANSPORTATION

Areyou ready for transportation that lifts,
propelsand guidesvehiclesat up to 270 milesahour?
That iswhat theMaryland Mass Transit Administra-
tion (MMTA)wantsfor the Baltimore-Washington
area. They want anationwide program of rail invest-
mentsand high speed ground transportation. Nine
statesa ready want to connect withthistrain going
about 800 miles. Washington to New York would
take about 70 minutesversus 270 minutes by car and
would cost about $35.

MMTA hasdecided that there are three choices
inwhat they call the Baltimore-Washington Maglev
Corridor: Alternative A) Runsparalld to Interstate 95
(39.75miles). Thisroutewould go beside Interstate
95 (within 50 feet)right past West Laurel, crossing the
road as necessary to go around overpasses. B)
Parallelsthe Baltimore Washington Parkway (37.45
miles. Thisroutewould dsorun paralld tothe
road.and possibly inthe center sinceitisawider right
of way. C) Runsparallel tothe Amtrak/ MARC Penn
lines (35.53) miles. They would runit besdethe
existing tracks. The stationswould be at Camden
Yards, Union Station, BWI and apossible Beltway
stop. Both BWI and Camden Yardswould have
underground stations.

Themagnetic guideway, whichthetraintravels
on controlsthe speed of thetrain and can beon, over,
or under the ground. The above ground guideways
areon T shaped towersthat they place 100 to 200
feet apart. They are preformed and can be placed
over roads and wetlands at 10to 30 feet of f the
ground. The promotersof thisMaglev plan say that
thiskind of rail will havelittleimpact on protected
areas. Thetrainisdescribed asbeing amost silent
going at sower speeds (100 mph or less) and about
79 decibelsat 200 milesper hour. Thenoiseisfrom
theair asit passessincethetrain doesnot touch the
tracks. With raised guideways, the sound of the
Maglev train passing would probably not be blocked
by the existing sound barriers between [-95 and West
Laurel resdencesaongthat possibleroute. They
propose about 12000 peoplewould betraveling each
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day for acost of $7 to $26 per trip. However, these
peoplewould most likely beridersdiverted from
current transportation with only 5% coming from
autos.

Your WLCA Boardistryingto stay ontop of
theinformation coming out about thisproposal, the
process, and the progress of the decisionsbeing
made, specifically asto how they may impact our
community. Wewill have an update at our October
meeting. For additiona information call Mass Trangit
Administration at 410-767-3771 or check out their
website at www.bwmaglev.com.

WLRC NEIGHBORHOOD EVENTS CALENDAR

West Laure Holiday Party

Fri, 12/7/01, 7-9pm West Laurel Community
Building. Craft fun, music, bring finger food snack to
share and an unwrapped child’sgift to donateto
Laurel Advocecy Referra Service

West Laurd Fun & Swim Night at Fairlands
Fri, 2/1/02, Fairlands Aquatic Center
6:30-9:30pm, $1/person

TheWL Recreation Council islooking for
peoplejust likeyouto offer ideasand/or helpin
running our fun activities. Cal acouncil member, or
just cometo our monthly meeting, 7:30pm onthe 4th
Tuesday of each monthat the WL Community Bldg.
WLRC Message/voice machine, (301) 317-0917.

Proposep WLCA ByLaws REvisION

Your WLCA Boardisproposing a
comprehensiverevison of theorganization’sby-laws
asthey arecurrently displayed onthe West Laurel
webste. Much of therevisonisstructurd, to clarify
wording, to rearrange the order of the sectionsfor
better continuity, and to morefully describetheduties

off thevariousofficers. A rather mgjor changeinthe
proposed revisioninvolvesthejob of zoning chairman
being split off fromthat of 1st VP, whereit currently
resides. Thezoning chairmanwould bemadean

€l ected executiveofficer called“zoning officer”. Until
he stepped down as 1st VP, Tom Dernogna, one of
our resident lawyers, had beenfilling both roles--that
of 1st VP andthat of Zoning Chairman— under the
current bylaw structure. Wewill be nominating Tom
Dernogatofill that new “Zoning Officer” pogitioniif
thebylawsrevisonisapproved. That nomination
would also bevoted on at the Fall meeting. Thiswill
allow usto utilizetheinterestsand expertise of two
different peopleinthesedistinctly different offices—
that of 1st VP and that of Zoning Officer — both now
andinthefuture. The position of Zoning Chairman
could be made an appointment by committeechair,
but being an* e ected officer” of our Associaionisa
requirement for the person testifying at zoning hearings
and inregard to other land useissues. Thusthe need
for thenew “Zoning Officer” position.

Also part of thebylawsrevisonisthedefinition
of arearepresentativesas*” board officers’ of the
Association. If and when we ask an arearepresenta
tiveto speak for the Association at ahearing or some
other forum, heor shewill beableto do soasaduly
elected “officer” of WLCA. Theterm “board officer”
will beinterchangeablewith our morefamiliar title of
AreaRepresentative.”

For comparison purposes, the current WLCA
Bylawsmay be accessed on the Association’swebsite
(theURL ison page 13 of thisHotline), or you may
call your AreaRepresentativeto request ahard copy.
Therevision of the Bylawsas proposed by your
WLCA Boardisprintedinitsentirety inthisHotline
starting on the next page. The Board feel sthat the
proposed revised Bylawswill better meet the needs of
our Association at thistimeand for theforeseeable
future. Pleaseread them and be prepared to vote your
acceptance or rejection of these changesat our
October 18th genera membership mesting. If you
have questions or concernsabout something inthe
proposed by-lawsrevison asprintedinthisHotline,
please contact one of your arearepresentatives. <
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Proposep WLCA By-Laws REvisioN
9/25/01

ARTICLEI-GENERAL

1.01 Definitionof CivicAssociation Title

Thetitle of thisnon-profit organization shall be West Laurel
Civic Association, Inc., hereafter referred to in these bylaws
as “the Association”.

1.02Useof Title
Thistitle shall appear on all official papersand
communications of the Association.

1.03AreaBoundaries

The boundaries of the Association are:

- TheLaurel City limitson the east;

- Route 198 on the south, including properties abutting on
the south side of Route 198;

- The Patuxent River on the north; and

- Prince George’ s County line and Riding Stable Road on the
west, including

properties on any roads abutting Riding Stable Road, and
including properties on

Birminghamdrive.

1.04 BusinessCalendar
September 1 shall bethefirst day of the fiscal year for the
Association.

1.05Community Newsletter
TheHOTLINE shall betheofficia publication of the
Association.

ARTICLEII-PURPOSE

2.01 Protect theQuality of Life
To protect and improve the community.
2.02Civicand Community Activities

Participatein civic and community activitiesand other affairs
affecting the West Laurel area.

2.03Non-endorsement Policy

Tointeract with government officialsand agenciesin a
non-partisan manner, not endorsing political parties or
specific candidates.

ARTICLEIII-MEMBERSHIP

3.01 Membership Requirements

Membership in the Association islimited to persons who are
at least 18 years old who reside or own property within the
areaboundariesdefinedin Articlel, Section 1.03.

3.02 Typesof Membership

There shall be two types of Association members:
non-voting members and voting members. Every person
within the boundaries of WLCA who meetsthe membership
requirements is considered a non-voting member of the
Association. Residents or owners (described in section 3.01)
who pay their annual dues become voting members.

3.03Membership Voting Regul ations
Onevoteisallowed per resident voting member, with a
maximum of two votesper paid family membership. Any
nonresident who is a member by reason of property
ownership, and payment of dues, shall be entitled to one
vote.

3.04 Annua Dues

The Board of Directors shall recommend the annual duesto
the membership for consideration at the spring meeting. If
approved, the annual dueswill take effect at the beginning of
thefiscal year.

3.05Membership Authority

All authority not specifically delegated to the Board of
Directors of the Association by these By-laws shall remain
withthemembership.

ARTICLEIV-BOARD OFDIRECTORS

4.01 Board Composition

The Board of Directors shall be comprised of the Executive
Officersand the Board Officers. The Association Executive
Officersshall consist of a President, First Vice President,
Second Vice President, Zoning Officer, Secretary and
Treasurer. The Board Officers shall consist of two Area
Representatives el ected from each geographic area described
in Attachment A to these by-laws.

4.02 Conducting Business

The Board of Directorswill conduct the business of the
Association with the guidance of the membership.

Prior to thefall membership meeting, the Board of Directors
shall establish goals and prepare a budget for the
Association year. The goals and budget shall be presented
to the membership for approval at thefall meeting.

At any appropriate time during the year, the Board of
Directors shall establish committeesto carry out the
Association’s goals, studies, or actions. The Board shall
receive committee reports and have the results reported at
the general membership meetings.

4.03 Approval of Expenditures

The Board of Directors shall approve all expenditures greater
than$100.

(SeeSection6.02)
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ARTICLEV -ELECTION OFOFFICERS

5.01 ElectionProcedures

Officers (See4.01) shall be elected by amajority of the votes
cast at the spring meeting. At least one Alternate Area
Representativewill also beelected from each area.(See 7.02)
5.02Nominating Committee

The Second Vice President, with the approval of the Board of
Directors, shall appoint anominating committee consisting of
at least three voting members to solicit candidates for each
office.

5.03Non-committeeNominations
Additional nominations may be made from thefloor prior to
the close of nominations at the spring meeting.

5.04 Termof Office

Theterm of officefor Executive Officersshall betwo years,
coinciding with the fiscal year/years of the Association. All
Executive Officersshall be elected at the sametime. Theterm
of officefor the Board Officers shall betwo years, with one
Area Representative from each Area elected each year.

5.05FillingaV acant Office

In the event that any vacancy occurs during the term of an
Executiveor Board Officer, theBoard of Directorsshall fill
such vacancy at the next regular meeting of the Board. That
action shall be announced in the next Hotline and presented
at the next general meeting for membership approval or
rejection.

ARTICLEVI-DUTIESOFEXECUTIVEOFFICERS

6.01 The President’ s Duties and Authority

The President shall be the chief executive officer of the
Association. He/she shall:

- Preside at all Board and general meetings or specifically
designate a presiding officer if the President and both of the
VicePresidentsare unavailable;

- Call specia meetings after consulting with the Board of
Directors,

- Call meetings of the Board of Directors at |east every other
month;

- With approval of the Board of Directors, appoint chairmen,
members of standing and special committees (except for the
nominating and audit committees), and del egates to other
civic associations or other appropriate groups;

- Call for regular committee reportsand refer mattersof
business to the appropriate committee;

- Insure that elections are held in accordance with these
by-laws; and

- Appoint a parliamentarian to rule on points of order at
membership meetings.

6.02Incidental Expenditures

The President may authorize incidental expenditures not
greater than $100 without prior approval of the Board of
Directors or the Association but he/she shall detail these
expendituresto the Board of Directors at the next Board
meeting and the Treasurer shall report such expenditures at
the next general meeting.

6.03 The First and Second Vice Presidents Dutiesand
Authorities

(8) TheFirst VicePresident shall:

- Have the powers of the President in his’her absence;

- Insure that the records of the Association are properly
maintained, and upon compl etion of his/her term of office
shall make sure all permanent records of the Association are
properly archived and current records turned over to his/her
SUCCESSOr;

- Appoint and oversee any audit committees;

- Conduct such other responsibilities as specifically assigned
by the President.

(b) The Second Vice President shall:

-Have the powers of the President in the absence of both the
President and First Vice President

- Function as corresponding secretary;

- Maintain copies of al correspondence of the Association in
corresponding secretary’s files to be passed on to his/her
successor at the end of his/her term

-Give copies of all correspondenceto the First Vice President
quarterly for archives

-Appoint a nominating committee to identify candidatesfor
election;

-Conduct such other responsibilities as specifically assigned
by the President.

6.04 The Secretary’ s Duties and Authority

The Secretary shall:

- Insure that minutes of regular, special and Board meetings
are recorded, and preserved in hard copy

-Pass on copies of all the minutes to the next Secretary and
to the First Vice-President at the end of his’her term of office;
-Read or refer to minutes of prior meetings of the Board, or
the Association if asked to do so.

-Insurethat al official notificationsto the membership are
made as prescribed in these By-laws (See Section 8.03);

- Notify Board Membersof all Board meetings.

6.05 The Treasurer’ s Duties and Authority

The Treasurer shall:

- Receive and deposit in the Association’s bank accounts all
monies paid to the Association;

- Reconcile all bank accounts;

- Keep an account of the funds of the Association;

- Disburse such funds when properly authorized by the
President, the Board of Directors or the Association;
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- Make areport to the membership at each general meeting;

- Maintain the official list of paid members of the
Association;

- Turn over to his’her successor all monies, property and
records of this Association;

- Maintain an inventory of Association property;

- Filewiththe First Vice President areceipt for all money and
property of the Association;

- Fileafinancial statement for thefiscal year.

6.06 The Zoning Officer’ s Duties and Authority
TheZoning Officer shall:

-Chair the Association’ s Zoning committee;

-As directed by the President, represent the Association in
all mattersrelated to land use;

-Develop Association positions and strategies in Zoning
matters and present these to the Board of Directors for
approval.

-Form Ad Hoc committees to study land use issues as
needed

When the Zoning Officer is unable to attend meetings or
events, he/she shall try to arrange for representation by
another officer of the Association.

ARTICLEVII-BOARD OFFICERSANDALTERNATES

7.01 Dutiesof Board Officers(alsocalled Area
Representatives)

Area Representatives shall:

- Represent the interests and concerns of the residents of the
area which they represent;

-Regularly attend all Board of Directors meetings, general
meetings, and special meetings and be voting participants,
-Encourage active Association membership among the
residents of their areas;

-Arrange for aduly elected Alternate Area Representative
from hig/her areato attend any meetings in his’her absence.

7.02 Duties of Alternate Area Representatives

-To be ready and willing, whenever possible, to attend a
Board meeting and function in place of hisher area’s
representative when asked to do so by that representative or
an officer of the Board;

-Alternative Area Representatives do not have avotein
Board of Directors meetings unless the Area Representative
is not present.

- Alternate Area Representatives are expected to keep
current on issues in order to perform asthe Area
Representative when needed,;

-Encourage active Association membership among the
residents of their areas.

7.03 Election Requirementsfor Board Officersand Alternates

-Each Area Representative must be aresident of the area
which he/sherepresents. If noindividual is elected from an
area, thisvacancy will not interfere with the functioning of
the Board of Directors.

ARTICLEVIII-MEMBERSHIPMEETINGS

8.01 Genera Meetings (Full Membership) and Associated
Business Agendas

There shall be at |east three general meetings each calendar
year: A spring meeting, prior to school closing; afall
meeting, after the beginning of the school year; and awinter
meeting.

- At the spring meeting the voting memberswill elect the
Executive Officers and Board Officersto succeed those
whoseterms are expiring (see section 5.03), receivethe
Treasurer’s report, and dispose of old and new business as
required;

- At thefall meeting, the membership will approvethe
proposed goals and budget for the year, receive the
Treasurer’s report, and dispose of old and new business as
required;

- At the winter meeting the membership will receivethe
Treasurer’ s report, and will dispose of old and new business
asrequired.

8.02 Special Meetings

-Specia meetings may be called by the President.

-Upon written request to the President by at least ten percent
of the membership the President shall call aspecial meeting
for the purpose designated in the request.

8.03 Community Notification of Meetings

-Notice of general membership meetings shall be publishedin
the HOTLINE at least five days prior to the date of the
meeting, and shall be published in local newspapers and on
the Association Internet website.

- Specia meetings shall be published in the Hotline at least
five days prior to the date of the meeting whenever possible.
An acceptabl e notification alternative when timing does not
coincide with the Hotline publication shall be to post signs
of topic, date, time and location within the Association
boundariesat all intersectionswith Bond Mill Rd, Brooklyn
BridgeRd., Riding StableRd., and at Birmingham and Rte.
198 at least five days before the meeting and on the
Association Internet website.

8.04 Quorum Definitionfor General Meetings
A quorumfor all general meetings shall be 30 members.

8.05Meeting Rules
Meetings shall be governed by Robert’ s Rule of Order
insofar as they do not conflict with these bylaws.
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ARTICLEIX-MEETINGSOFTHEBOARD OFDIRECTORS

9.01 Authorized Attendance
All Board and committee meetings shall be open to the
membership.

9.02 Reporting Board Meeting Activitiesto the Membership
The President or his/her designate will provide awritten
summary of the Board meetingsfor publication inthe
HOTLINE and on the Association Internet Website.

9.03 Quorum Definitionfor Board M eetings

A quorum for Board meetings shall consist of amajority of
the existing members of the Board or their designated
alternates.

ARTICLEX-CHANGESINTHEBYLAWS

10.01 Rulesfor Amending or Modifying the By-laws

These By-laws may be amended, repealed or modifiedin
whole or in part at any regular meeting of the Association
upon an affirmative vote of two thirds of the members
present provided that:

- The change has been proposed at a previous genera
meeting; or

- The proposed change was submitted in writing to the Board
of Directorsor to aspecially established By-laws committee
for consideration;

- Any proposed change shall be published inthe HOTLINE
and on the Association’s Internet Website at least five days
prior to the meeting at which a vote on the proposed
amendment or modification isto be taken.

*k kkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkk ki kk k%

WHAT's WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?

Picture land zoned for singlefamily homes(RR)
after severa yearsstudy by the Northwestern Area
Master Planners. Pictureall levelsof theplanning and
zoning bureaucracy — technical staff, Planning Board,
Zoning Hearing Examiner — recommending against
an applicationto rezonethe property for industrial use
(11). Would one not logically conclude that the County
Council stting asthe District Council would accept
therecommendation of itsown experts? Notin
Prince George's County! By a6-2 votetheDistrict
Council overruled itsown expertsand granted the
change. So muchfor thetaxpayers dollars, which pay
for al that planning and zoning expertise. So much for
thefiveyear pluseffort by the citizen volunteersand
staff tofashionaMaster Plan which would encourage

thekind of orderly growth which, supposedly, isthe
god of our county government.

Your Board of Directorsbelievesthat the District
Council’ saction represents such ablatant disregard
for themaster plan, for the recommendationsof its
own experts, and isbased on theflimsiest of grounds
that we have agood chanceto overturnthisdecision
inthe court system. Therefore, we havefiled anctice
of appedl; thefirst step inwhat could bealong and
expensive process.

You might ask why we are so concerned about a
plot of land amileor so south of WL CA’ssouthern
boundary? Simply stated, the Board believesthat
each diceoff theMaster Plan bringsthe devel opers
bulldozerscloser to West Laurdl. Evenasthisisbeing
writtenwearebeing “nibbled” on every side — the
City of Laurd’spergstent annexation policy, the
transformation of the Gunpowder Golf Courseandthe
surrounding woodlands/wetlandsinto ahigh priced
golfing areawithitsattendant environmentd, traffic,
and publicfacilitiesimpacts, and zoning changessuch
asthisone. If westand idly by we could awake one
day to see L aurel’ sbanner flying onthe West side of
195 and unwanted commercial andindustrial
development on both sides of 195 thereby justifying
the broad expansion of that artery (aswell asRte.
198) to support that devel opment. Finally, we need to
send amessageto the county that we will not stand
idly by asthey trample ontheir own planning and
Zoning process.

If wearetowinthiscaseweneed your financia
help. Even abare-boneseffort will be costly. We
could probably pay for thisappeal from our treasury
reserves, but that would severely restrict our ability to
takeaction in other zoning cases. Therefore, weare
asking you, themembership, to contributeto our “war
chest”. We have approximately 465 paid membersin
the Association and, thanksto the civic spirit and
generosity of our “legal eagle” Tom Dernoga, wemay
not haveto spend asmuch asan “ outsider” might
chargefor an appeal of thistype. Givewhat you can
but please give something to protect your investment
and your quality of lifeand please encourageyour
neighborsto do the same. Please make checks
payableto WL CA andindicate, “ apped fund” onthe
check memo. <
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WiLL PLANS FOR RT. 198 & 28 IMPROVE
LocaL Roabways or CReaATE AN ICC?

Remember the InterCounty Connector (ICC),
the proposed freeway between [-95 (Laurel) and
[-270 (Gaithersburg) which WL CA membershave
twicevoted should not be built, by over a9:1 margin
both times? That vote was based on projectionsthat
suchanCCwould:

- greatly increasetraffic through our community,
bringing noise, pollution, and pressurefor higher
density,

- causegridiock onmost major roadsin Laurel,

- afford negligibletrafficimprovementsonthe
Beltway, 1-95, 1-270, or other major roads,

- encourage sprawl development, and

- degrade many important environmental
treasures.

Last November, StateHighway Adminidiration
(SHA) ran noticesin the Washington Post that they hed
attempted to build afreaway runningfrom[-270to
GeorgiaAve. a Rt. 28 (basicdly thewesternthird of the
ICC). However, thisplanfailed becauseit wasprojected
tocrestemassvetrafficjamsat itseasternterminus, on
theexigingtwo laneRt. 28 (no surprisethere). Withan
uncommonleve of candor, they went ontoannounce”a
new study”, toenlarge precisdy that roadway from
GeorgiaAve. tol-95, specifically Rt. 28, theRt. 28/Rt.
198 connector (currently being consgtructed) and Rt. 198.
Yes, our Rt. 198 that runsthrough West Laurd!!

Many fed that such an expanded roadway would
becomeamaor commuter and truck routeand would
alow congruction of theafore-mentioned connecting
freeway segment to-270. Voila, avirtua 1CC. Indeed,
that added trafficwould likely create pressureto
freaway-izetheentire 1-95to1-270route.

Last spring, SHA assembled afocusgroup of
ctizensrepresenting numerouscvicorganizationsanda
few businessesd ong theaffected route, to provideinput
duringtheplanning. Thedvicrepresentatives(including
Barbara Sollner-Webb from WL CA and Stuart Roches-
ter from Fairland) are unitedin not wanting thisroadway
tobecomeadefacto ICCandaretryingtoreininthe
study.

SHA isnow revisngther dl-important “ Purpose
and Need Statement” . Thisisthefederdly required

document ating thegoad sagaing whichtojudgethe
variousroadway scenariosthat will bespecifiedinthe
upcoming months. Itiscritica that these criteriabestated
asclearly aspossible, for otherwiseafull ICC freeway
could besdlected. Weare urging the project manager,
Shawn Burnett, to submit alessgenerdized Purposeand
Need Statement, with more honesty about the character
of our area. For example, we have suggested wording
that Sates

- thehighqudity rurd resdentid lifestylethisarea
now enjoysshould bepreserved (not just that the qudity
of lifemust end up*“ acceptable’ by someunknown
dandard).

- itisimportant to protect thearea senvironmental
assatsincluding the Patuxent watershed and the Upper
Paint Branch Specid Protection Area(not just that
un-named featureswill be* congdered”).

- plansshould bein keepingwiththearea
mesterplans effortsto protect locd featuresandrura
ambiance (not to create ageneroudy wideroadway, for
that would takemany morefront |lawnsand houses).

- andydsshouldincludetheincreasedtrafficthis
roadway would causeinthe City of Laurd (not exclude
downtown Laurd fromtheandyss).

- andyssshould diminatetheyear whereroad
congtruction caused abnormaly high accident rates(from
whichthecurrent roadway isincorrectly deemed unsafe).

Peasehdpwiththiseffort! Write Shawn Burnett
(Project Planning Divison, SHA, 707 N. Cavert &.,
Bdtimore, MD 21202; e-mail:
sbhurnett@sha state. md.us) and send acopy to Governor
ParrisGlendening (State House, 100 State Circle,
Annagpalis, MD 21401; e-mail:
governor@gov.gatemd.us); theLaure Leader
(jmurchison@patuxent.com), and the Journa Newspa-
pers(PGedit@jrl.com; migedit@jrnl.com). Tdl them
what you think theRt. 198/ Rt. 28 roadway should
become, or not become, and thekind of clarity that
needsto bereflected in the Purposeand Need State-
ment. If youwould liketo discussthisstudy further,
pleasecdl Bar bar a SolIner-Webb (301-604-5619),
and/or attend theWL CA Fal meeting for an update. We
need your helpto maintain our neighborhood!
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WLCA BUDGET

WLCA Prorosep Bupcet 2001-2001

The2001 - 2002 WL CA Budget will bevoted on at the Fall Meeting. Pleaseread theinformation
bel ow and bring any questionsor commentsto the Fall General Meeting. WL CA hasgenerally kept abalanced
budget, but it has been hard with afluctuating number of members. We havearealistic goal of at least 10%
increasein membership thisyear which would mean having 512 paid members. Wewould need 655 residences
to balancethisyear’sbudget, even more memberswould helpin someof the bigissuescoming up. We're
proud to be one of thelargest civic associationsin the County, and having that statureisan effectivetool in
certainforums. Pleasejoin WL CA and support your community.

Approved Actua Proposed
99-2000 99-2000  2000-01

Hotlinel ssues 2800 2723 2900

P.O. Box 64 80 80

P.O. Permit and Fee 100 125 125

Cub Scout Sponsorship 300 300 300
FireDept Donation 150 150 150
Rescue Squad Donation 150 150 150
GradNightDonation 100 100 100

WL Rag TagBand 100 100 100
BondPTA Carniva 75 75 75
CivicAssociationDues 75 50 75
OfficeSupplies 75 57 75
Zoningand L egal Fees 150 125 *2000
Refreshments 150 171 200
MiscExpenses 200 81 200
Total 4489 43/0 6545
IncomeYears Members Dues Total
1999-2000 425 @10.00 4245
2000-2001 466 @10.00 4665
Estimated 2001-2002 512 @10.00 5120
Checkbook Balance 9/12/2001 7057

Bank CD’s@1,000 each 3000

Total 10057

* Based oncurrentinformation, theBoardisantici patinganincreaseinzoning casesrequiringlegal feesthisyear.
If that kind of expenditureprovesnecessary, wewill fundthisitemby drawingfromour amplereservesbeingheld
inthebank account for just suchanoccasion.
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BOARD MEMBERS

2001-2002 WEsT LAUreL Civic AssociaTioN BoarRD PHONE NUMBERS

WL CAOQOFFICERS
President

1%. VicePresident
2. VicePresident
Zoning Officer
Rec. Secretary

Treasurer
AREA1REPS.
Rep. (2yr)

Rep. (1yr)
Alternate
AREAIIREPS
Rep. (2yr)

Rep. (1yr)
Alternate

Alternate
AREAIIIREPS,
Rep. (2yr)

Rep. (1yr)
Alternate
AREAIVREPS
Rep. (2yr)

Rep. (1yr)
Alternate

AREAV REPS,
Rep. (2yr)

Rep. (1yr)
Alternate

1ICC
ENVIRONMENTAL
HOTLINECOORDINATOR
WL REC.COUNCIL OFFICERS
President

NAME
BarbaraFriedman
Justin Chappdll
BarbaraSollner-Webb
TomDernoga

MaryL ehman

LauriceCrawford

Robert or SophiaCox
Jurgenvon Bredow

AllanMulligan

RichardWeiblinger
Bill Ferguson
JohnDoallen

LidiaGarner

GaryHolt
HowardRosenberg

RonHolmberg

Lucy Grimes
IreneD’ Amato
Barney Walsh

LiliaToler

BobKlein

Carol Bounds
BarbaraSollner-Webb
Justin Chappell
RonHolmberg

KimPassmore

WL COMMUNITY CENTERINFORMATION

Deedee Sisson

LAUREL LEADERCOLUMNIST ChrisFolks

LAUREL GAZETTECOLUMNIST CindyDallen

NUMBER E-MAIL

7252832 barbyf @aol.com

470-1655 wiz@erols.com

604-5619 bsw@bs.jhmi.edu
490-3286 tedzone@starpower.net
498-064 dalehma0@aol.com
490-8684 crawfordanderson@earthlink.net
549-3609 rosobud@bellatlantic.net
549-3150 jbredow@cvm.fda.gov
549-1007 amulligan1007@aol.com
490-8636 rweiblinger@hotmail.com
776-6993 retired00@juno.com
725-3202 dollenj@hotmail.com
776-3901 garnerlidia@jhmi.edu
725-2567 gholt2@prodigy.net
776-4228 hrmkr@earthlink.net
604-7598 holmberg@erols.com
490-0414 lucygrimes33@hotmail.com
490-8441 irened@prodigy.net
490-7357 wal shcebs@aol.com
953-1558 N/A

776-3687 robertjklein@earthlink.net
7256012 carolrbounds@hotmail.com
604-5619 bsw@bs.jhmi.edu

470-1655 wiz@erols.com

604-7598 holmberg@erols.com
725-3157 passm@quixnet.net
953-2199 www.pks.sisson.com
4900797 cbfolkswl @aol.com
725-3202 dollenc@hotmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP/HOME PAGE

SupPPORT YoUR Civic ASSOCIATION

Wewishtowelcomeall our new neighborsand
say helloonceagaintodl our old neighbors. Thisis
the beginning of another new year for the West Laurel
Civic Association. Our Civicassociation hasalot to
be proud of in protecting our neighborhood to keep it
green, beautiful, and safe; trying to keep out industries
that will produce mgjor trafficjamsin and around our
community, i.e. ICC, country music theatre, Redskin
Stadium. However, we do need your help by
supporting the Civic Association and by becominga
member. Wewould loveto seeyou at any of our
Board meetingsand at the General Meetingsheld 3
timesayear.

Mail your check for $10.00, payableto WLCA,
to: LauriceCrawford, 16300 GalesCourt, Laurdl,
M D 20707 or stop by thetable at the October 18"
General Meeting at the West Laurel Community
Center. Thank you for your support. <

HoTLINE CONTRIBUTORS

Many thankstothosewho contributedtothis
issueof HOTLINE: Gordon Anderson, Laurice
Crawford, TomDernoga, IreneD'Amato, John
Dollen, BarbaraFriedman, RonHolmberg, Mary
L ehman, Kim Passmore, and BarbaraSol I ner-
Webb. <

WEsT LAUREL HOME PAGE

TheWest L aurel HomepageontheWorldWide
Webisbeing continually updated andincludesmany
new features. Thecal endar pagehasdatesandtimes
for most West Laurel events. If youhaveaneventto
includeonthecalendar page, pleasecontact Ron
Holmber gat 301/604-7598 or
holmber g@er ols.com.

TheWebsitea so containsamultitudeof hotlinks
togovernment, county, and community pages. The
sitehaslinkstomost of theM ontgomery and Prince
George'sCounty websites. West Laurel Swim Club
andtheWest L aurel Recreation Council havelinksor
pagesonthesite. Weinviteyoutotakealook at the
pages— wewelcomeyour feedback! TheURL is
http:/Mmww.webtr ek.com/md/westlaur e/
index.html.«

LeaF CoLLEcTION GUIDLINES

Both the PG & Montgomery County
Departments of Public Workswill be collecting leaves
fromWest Laurel streets starting thisNovember. They
recommend that you not put theleaves*in the street”
but rather, on the side off of theroad. Leavesinthe
street areahazard. Childreninevitably will play inthe
leavesand that can mean trouble. Leavespiled onthe
street will blow into the roadway and that makesa
dippery hazardfor cars. Leaf collectionsignswill be
posted in areastreets. For moreinformation on |l eaf
and snow removal, call 301-499-8576 (PG County)
and 240-777-6530 (Montgomery Co.) for a
recorded message of theremoval schedule. <

MEMBERSHIPREGISTRATION FORM

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Comments:

Dues: $10.00
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